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Dear Parents, Staff, and Community Members, 

 

I wanted to take a moment to update you on several items that the School Board of Directors 

took action on at its monthly public meeting on September 22, 2015 at the 9/10 Center in 

Coatesville, PA. 

 

Student Presentation 

Students from the Coatesville Area School District Air Force Junior ROTC gave a presentation 

about their active involvement within the community. Last year the class volunteered over 1,000 

hours of community service! Over the summer the group helped pick 770 pounds of tomatoes 

and 1,000 pounds of corn for our local food bank. They have already volunteered over 400 hours 

of community service since the beginning of school. This is an impressive track record. I am 

proud of these students for their dedication for learning, personal growth and commitment to 

both Coatesville Area School District and within our community. During the presentation, the 

Junior ROTC Cadets sang the Air Force song to celebrate that 68th birthday of the Air Force and 

were joined by CASD School Board Vice President, and retired United States Air Force Major, 

Stuart Deets! 

 

The Board was also pleased to welcome Andrew Scott Patterson as the Senior Class 

Representative to the School Board, and Kameron Reeves, as the Junior Class Representative to 

the School Board.   

 

Listed below are several highlights of items acted on by the Board of Directors:  

  

1. The Board approved first readings of a number of the policies in the 000 section of the 

policy manual. These policies are focused on Board governance.  The Board also 

approved a first reading of policy 819 on Suicide Awareness, Prevention and Response.   

These first readings will be placed on the website.  You will notice a change in document 

formatting as PSBA (the Pennsylvania School Board Association) who supports policy 

development, is changing formats.  

 

2. The Board unanimously approved a three-year phone lease between CASD and 

Susquehanna Bank, Malvern Pa. This action will allow for the upgrade of telephone 

technology throughout the district, including within each classroom. This agreement will 

save the district $17,000, which is a substantial savings opportunity. It will also allow for 

video conferencing, cloud hosting and other communication necessities for teachers, staff 

and administrators.   
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3. The Board approved a new Act 93 agreement for administrators at the last Board meeting 

in August. At this meeting, the Board approved administrative salary increases of 1% for 

the 2014-2015 school year as per the new agreement. Moving forward, salary increases 

will be merit-driven and based on performance evaluations. The agreement also outlines 

salary ranges and caps for each administrative position and changes in spousal coverage 

for health insurance.   

 

4. It was noted that PSSA scores for the 2014-15 school year will be released.  Scores will 

be sent to parents on September 30, 2015. The Pennsylvania Department of Education 

has notified districts that the scores across the state will be lower due to changes in the 

test to align it to the Common Core Standards. It was noted that our students have not 

changed, but the assessment has. The PSSA is a more rigorous assessment. In light of 

this, the Department of Education has extended a one-year waiver in using PSSA scores 

on school performance profiles and teacher assessment. 

 

Many thanks to all the teachers, staff, parents, and community members who have assisted in 

what has been a most successful start to the 15-16 school year.   

 

The next CASD School Board of Directors meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 27 at 7:00 

p.m. in the auditorium of the 9/10 Center in Coatesville, PA. 

 

Thank you for your continued support as we work together to move our district forward. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Cathy 

 

Dr. Cathy L. Taschner 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 


